[A brief introduction to MEDLINE and a guide for authors].
Medical literature analysis and retrieval system online (MEDLINE) established by National Library of Medicine, USA (NLM) is the most important biomedical database all over the world. This article introduces the database of MEDLINE and Chinese periodicals indexed in MEDLINE in 2006. Several suggestions are made as well, with the aim of providing a guide for authors to contribute to periodicals indexed in MEDLINE so as to extend the international influence of the articles, authors and related hospitals.